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A:
I plan on using the whole of my professional experience to help develop an understanding of business practices in Azerbaijan.  From my experience I have found business in different countries to be very similar while at the same time remaining very distinct.  I will use what I have learned in the financial world to help others better understand finance, currency and accounting.  I also hope to employ some of my more technical skills by helping educate others about use of computers, the internet and electronics to help create competitive advantage.  

I understand that it is very likely that I will not change the course of the country, region or city in which I am stationed.  However, I feel that if I can impart some knowledge to a single person and that person tells two others and they tell two others that maybe I can affect the lives of a few citizens.  My aspiration is to help change one life, not a whole company or town or country.
B:

I feel that the most important part of success is knowing how to utilize your resources.  I know that one person cannot possibly know everything, but if a person knows how to find the answer to anything, that person is invaluable.  I believe that by emerging myself into the Peace Corps, I will be forced to find resources that can help me be successful.  
I plan on being honest and clear to ensure that my needs are met and I am able to complete my task.  I will try to find as many allies as possible to help me have resources to depend upon when issues arise.  I will start small, using our host family and their friends and as time goes by I hope to develop alliances with my co-workers, other Peace Corps volunteers and other residents.
C:

I have always thought of myself as a very adaptable person, so I am excited to delve into a new culture.  Often on foreign trips I find myself yearning to see more than just the tourist sights and see the real side of the culture.  My strategy for Azerbaijan is the same that I would probably employ if I were to move to a new city in the United States.  I will start with the basics, housing, food, work and from there build a base of friends from which I can learn more about the culture.  Having allies you can depend on in a new environment is crucial because they form your basic support system. If there are things I can’t understand or if I have questions about the country I think it is important to have these allies in order to avoid violating social customs or looking out of place.
D:

I am most excited to learn the language during pre-service training.  Language has always been an interesting and strong subject for me and I feel that this part of the training will come naturally.  I also hope to gain a stronger understanding of the business environment in Azerbaijan both in terms of traditional and technologically-based industries.  I also would like to learn a lot more about agricultural business practices, since the invitation booklet stressed the agri-business industry and Peace Corps’ involvement in this area.
E:
I think that Peace Corps will most influence me by expanding my horizons.  Right now in my life I feel that I am on track to live a very comfortable, ordinary life.  Obviously this is a very desirable situation, however it tends to lead to a very unexciting life.  While I’m not hoping for Peace Corps to make me a totally different person, I am hoping it will give me a better perspective.  I think that Peace Corps will give me the confidence to try my ideas that I otherwise wouldn’t have the motivation or confidence to try.
Personally I think that Peace Corps will inspire me to take a wider world-view and prompt me to travel more often.  I hope to come home and share my experiences with my fellow Americans with the hope that I can expand their opinions about people of different nationalities and religious backgrounds.
